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Ridgemont Local Schools

Credit Flexibility Guidelines

Credit Flexibility was included in the Ohio Senate Bill 311 in 2006 to allow students to customize aspects of their learning around their respective needs and interests.  Credit flexibility is one method to motivate and increase student learning by allowing access to more resources, customization around individual student needs and the use of multiple measures of learning.

Credit flexibility shifts the focus from seat time to performance.  The intent is to meet increased expectations for high school graduation in response to globalization, technology, and demographics, and to meet the demand for 21st century skills.  Students at Ridgemont High School can earn credits in three ways or in a combination of three ways:

1. By completing traditional coursework

2. By testing out (called assessment only) or otherwise demonstrating mastery of the course content through Extended Learning Options; or

3. By pursuing one or more “educational options” (e.g., distance learning, educational travel, an internship, performing or fine arts experiences, after school program, service learning project, interdisciplinary curricular experiences, career explorations and sports).

 

Information regarding all Credit Flex Options will be shared in the Student Agenda Book, Course Description Handbook, The District Newsletter, on the High School Guidance website, and/or a variety of other written and oral sources.

WARNING:

“Flexibility and convenience do not add up to easy courses and less work.”

General Procedures which apply to all credit flex options:

Credit flexibility offers students the opportunity to explore areas of interest in great depth, accelerate learning, and demonstrate their learning in non-traditional ways.  Employing a credit flex option is not the right choice for all students.  However, for self-motivated students, willing to work outside of school and be responsible for their own learning, credit flex is an exciting opportunity.  Students will have the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding and skill in specific content.  Upon this demonstration, students may earn the equivalent Carnegie unit on their transcripts toward high school graduation.

Application Process: 

1. The applications are available in the Guidance Office and must be returned to Guidance.

2. Deadlines for applying vary depending on which form of credit flexibility is selected.  Be sure to check with Guidance and follow the timeline for the form of credit flexibility you chose.

3. The application requires careful thought and consideration, particularly in the completion of the learning plan proposal, which must include the academic standards you intend to learn.

4. The following questions should guide the selection of topics/areas of study:

a. Why do I want to initiate a Credit Flexibility Option?

b. What specific topic would I like to learn more about?

c. How will this experience increase my learning and my skills?

d. What insights and experiences do I hope to gain from this experience?

e. What method(s) will I use to demonstrate what I have learned? 

5. Applications for Credit Flexibility Options will only be considered after all of the required paperwork is complete and has been submitted by the deadline to the Guidance Office.

6. Students are strongly encouraged to request assistance with the application process, and should indicate their interest as soon as possible to take advantage of resources.

7. Students are encouraged to discuss their ideas with their parents, peers, teachers, and guidance counselors.

Scheduling:

Students must apply in the High School Guidance Office within the designated timelines spelled out for each credit flex option.  Once a student is scheduled into a traditional course, changing his/her schedule must follow current high school procedures. Students and parents must plan ahead and be prepared for working and studying outside of the school day in order to be successful with any of the Credit Flex Options.  

Pre-requisites: 

For courses that have pre-requisite requirements, students can only employ credit flex options in the order of the pre-requisites.   For example, students cannot request to “test out” of Geometry prior to earning credit for Algebra. Other than meeting pre-requisite requirements, any high school or high school ready student is eligible for credit flex options.

Grades:

All grades obtained through Credit Flex Options will be reported on student grade cards and transcripts as if the student had taken the traditional course offered at the High School.  Because Credit Flex Options mirror traditional reporting on transcripts, students must complete the requirements of the Credit Flex Option the same as they would a traditional course.  For example, if a student fails to complete the requirements of the Credit Flex Option or completes them in an unsatisfactory manner, a student may be awarded a failing grade just as if the student were in a traditional classroom.  Students who begin Credit Flex Options and do not complete them will be awarded an Incomplete until, at such time, it is determined that the student has completed the requirements or a failing grade should be applied to the student’s transcript.  Should a student be incapable of completing a Credit Flex Option because of transferring to a new school district, Ridgemont Local Schools will work with the new school district to continue the Credit Flex Option.  If the receiving school will not partner with Ridgemont to complete the Credit Flex Option, the course will be negated.  The Credit Flex Committee also reserves the right to deny or modify the current option of a student coming into the district from another school if it does not meet Ridgemont’s standards for credit flexibility.
Any grade earned through Credit Flex Options will have the same weight and impact on a student’s overall GPA as a traditional course would.  
The district reserves the right to reassign a student participating in credit flexibility option to a traditional course if the student fails to meet the standards for ongoing participation and satisfactory progress described in his or her Credit Flex Application.
Athletic Eligibility:

Athletic Eligibility will be calculated the same way for both Credit Flex and traditional grades.  NCAA does have regulations concerning credits earned solely through “testing out.”  Please discuss this with your High School Guidance Counselor if you are considering collegiate level sports after high school.

High school athletes participating in any form of credit flexibility must report to the Principal at the end of the grading period to report on their progress for eligibility purposes.

Upon student enrollment, the Board will accept incoming credits from online education, postsecondary options, other public schools, college dual credit and, at the discretion of the Superintendent, the evaluation of courses that come from nationally accredited programs of higher education.

Oversight of the Credit Flex Program:

High School Credit Flex Committee Permanent Members include:  Building Principal, High School Guidance Counselor, and one teacher.  Project Criteria will be evaluated by committee members.
High School Credit Flex Committee Rotating Members include: Two teachers from the subject being studied, and Special Education Director as needed. Learning Objectives will be evaluated by content area teachers.

Appeals Process:  

A student may appeal a grade received for a Credit Flex Option by following this process.  First, contact HS Guidance Counselor and complete an Appeal Form.  The Appeal Form will be submitted to the Superintendent’s Office.  After the Superintendent reviews the appeal and interviews any parties involved, he/she will render a decision regarding the appeal.  The decision will be final.
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Credit Flexibility 

Assessment Only Option

Assessment Only Option - 
When students choose the Assessment Only Option a “B” or better must be earned to receive Assessment Only credit for the course.  If a student earns less than a “B”, he/she is free to request to “test out” at a later testing window.  However, great consideration needs to be made for when courses are offered during the traditional school day and when courses need to be taken in order to graduate on time.  The Guidance Counselor will work with students to assist them with scheduling decisions, whether that is to try to “test out” again, or schedule the traditional course.  It is strongly suggested to students, that earning any grade below a “B” on the Assessment Only Option is a good indication of their need to take the traditional course.  No grade below a “B” will be recorded for the student or reflected on the official transcripts.  However, if a student earns a “B” and wishes to “test” again to earn an “A,” the “B” will still appear on official transcripts and be calculated as part of his/her GPA.  The assessments used to “test out” will be equal to our current end of course examinations and other material covered during the course.

Application Timeline:

Round One—First Semester Courses


Apply by the third Monday in April

Test week – Exam week

Round Two—Second Semester Courses


Apply by the third Monday in October

Test week— Exam week
 

Students may “test out” of multiple subject areas in one testing window.

 

Tests will be administered and graded in the high school by school personnel.  Results will be shared with the Guidance office within one week.  Scheduling decisions will be based on test results.  
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Extended Learning Option
Extended Learning Option -
Extended Learning Options allow students to learn material at their own pace.  An agreed upon method of evaluation must be determined within the Extended Learning Option Application.  The school is not responsible for providing a mentor for Extended Learning Options.  

Application Timeline:

Round One – First Semester Courses


Apply by the third Monday in April to be considered for the following school year.


Turn in to Review Committee by 2nd full week in December

 Round Two – Second Semester Courses


Apply by the third Monday in October to be considered for the second semester.

Turn into the Guidance Office by the last day of classes
Students must complete an application containing a list of learning objectives, project criteria, and method of evaluation. A project summary must be completed with the application and returned to the committee for approval, prior to beginning the project. 

Cost:

Cost is determined by when and where a student is exercising a Credit Flex Option.  Students who exercise this option during the school day will not be charged.  Students who exercise this option outside of the school day must cover the entire cost.  
Possible Projects-

Panel Presentation:  
The student will be required to explain his/her project and its outcome in detail to the panel.   Student learning as well as presentation skills will be a part of the evaluation.

Research Paper: 
The student will be required to submit to the panel a research paper which meets the specific criteria (to include content, reference, and format) agreed upon at the time of the Extended Learning Option approval.

Demonstration: 
The student will be required to make a display or show by example to the panel what knowledge and/or skills were acquired through the Extended Learning Option.

Project or Artifact: 
The student will present a culminating project or artifact of his/her learning opportunity to the panel and answer questions specific to the process and the final product.

Portfolio: 
The student will submit artifacts, reproductions, productions, learning logs, and/or reflections in an organized and focused format to provide evidence of learning that meets the criteria established at the time of the Extended Learning Option approval.  A portfolio may be a required component of any and all other methods used to demonstrate learning.  See the following page for portfolio recommendations.

Performance: 
The student will demonstrate learning through a performance assessment determined by the review panel at the time of the Extended Learning Option approval.

Assessment:
In courses where there is an existing course of study or state standards, the student may be required to demonstrate learning through an assessment.

Each Extended Learning Option Project will be graded on a pre-determined scoring rubric.  Any student who earns less than an “A” will receive recommendations for improving his/her work.  The Committee will set a 2nd review date within 2 weeks of the initial review.  During that time, students should work with their teacher, and/or complete research to learn more about the learning objectives and improve their project.  At the 2nd review, the Committee may increase the grade or leave the grade as it was.  At this point, the final grade will be sent to the HS Guidance Office and reported on student transcripts.
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Guidelines for Portfolio Development

Table of Contents:
The portfolio’s table of contents will give the student and reader a view of the whole collection.

Project Proposal: 
The student will provide a detailed description of his/her project.  The purpose and goals of the project must be clearly defined.  The narrative will include the purpose of the project, supporting research, references, and educational goals.

Assessment Criteria:
The student and the High School Credit Flex Committee will have to determine what evidence will be sufficient to document learning.  An evaluation rubric must be included in the portfolio for student self-evaluation. 

Evidence:
When collecting evidence of learning, select items that add new information related to the attainment of the learning goals.  The collection of artifacts must be well organized and represent best efforts of the participant.  Evidence can include learning logs, documentation of interviews or activities, statements and observations about the participant, drawings, photos, laboratory results, video, audio, written work samples, copies of specific tests, data, reading logs, self-assessment, a log of clock hours, etc.  It may be pertinent for the student to include evidence documenting growth over time toward mastery of a goal.

Reflection:
The student will show thoughtful reflection and evaluation of his/her Extended Learning Option.  The student will discuss how this learning opportunity fit his/her personal learning style.  The student will include in his/her discussion the high and low points of the experience and how the experience could be improved upon.  The student will discuss how he/she may have modified his/her initial goals and what resources were particularly helpful.  The student will include how he/she will apply the new skills or knowledge to real-life situations.
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Educational Options

Educational options are individualized learning experiences as an alternative to traditional courses.  Educational Options require defined learning goals, planned learning activities, and standards for evaluating student learning, all coordinated by a qualified educator.

	Distance Learning – Coursework can now be completed online through a variety of providers.  Students can explore personal interests or replace a traditional course. 
	Educational Travel – Demonstrate increased global awareness through projects completed before, during and after your travel experience. Students who participate in this option will benefit from a deep learning experience that provides a real world, hands-on opportunity.



	Career Exploration - Explore vocational and technical careers along with careers in the professional field.  Explore different career paths or focus on a career of great interest to you.
	Internship - Student internships provide opportunities for students to gain experience in their field, determine if they have an interest in a particular career and create a network of contacts.



	Performing or Fine Arts Experience – Participate in learning experiences outside of school such as piano lessons, dance classes, or voice lessons.  
	After School Program – Participate in a club or program outside of school time to explore areas of interest.  Create learning options around Boy Scouts, youth groups, mission work, etc. 



	Service Learning - Allows students to apply the lessons learned in the classroom to real-life situations and experiences.  Create service learning proposal that make a real impact on the world around you.
	

	Interdisciplinary Curricular Experience – Connect more than one subject through interdisciplinary learning.  Examples could include writing about history as students study the rules of language arts and composition or creating art that depicts world themes or current events.
	


Distance Learning Option– online courses

Providers approved by Ridgemont Local Schools

Hi-Point VLA

Jefferson County VLA

The Education Program for Gifted Youth at Stanford University

Center for Talent Development

John Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth
Duke University Talent Identification Program
Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics, and Humanities
Lincoln Interactive

Aurora Learning 

Other: If students wish to take an online course through another provider, it must be approved by the Principal.  Ridgemont Local Schools reserves the right to deny credit from unapproved online providers.
Course Approval:

All courses are subject to the approval of the principal.  Just because a course is offered by an online provider, does not mean it will be approved.  Distance learning courses may be approved for required or elective credit.  

Students must apply in the Guidance Office and have Principal permission.  Students may apply at any time during the school year; however, all courses must be completed by May 1st of the current school year regardless of when they were started.

Cost:

Cost is determined by when and where a student is exercising a credit flex option.  Students who exercise this option during the school day will not be charged.  Students who exercise this option outside of the school day must cover the entire cost.  
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